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Punjab under British Rule & The ‘Sepoy Mutiny’
1. After the defeat of the Sikhs in the Second Anglo Sikh war, Lord Dalhousie decided to annex the Punjab. Henry Laerence, resident of Lahore was opposed to such a move, but was persuaded to carry out the Governer General’s orders.
2. Dalip Singh was banished from the Punjab, the Khalsa flag was lowered and the Union Jack hoisted on the ramparts of the Lahore fort. Sikh currency was withdrawn and replaced by Company currency.

3. The Khalsa army was almost completely disbanded. About 120,000 weapons such as muskets, rifles and swords were collected. Fortifications all over the Punjab were levelled.

4. A Board of Adminsitration, consising of both Army officers and civillians was set up.Henry Lawrence was appointed President with responsibility for defecne and relations with the Sardars. John Lawrence was responsible for land and financial matters. C.G.Mansel was in charge of Justice ad the Police. In addition 56 of the most experienced officers in British India, 29 from the army and 27 from the civil service were sent to Punjab to assist the administration.
5. Punjab was seven into 12 divisions which were further divided into districts. The total territory spanned 73,000 square miles and had a population of 10 million.

6. Defence was given top priority by the adminsitration. The Guide Corps was given the task of patrolling the North Western frontier and defending the Punjab from tribal incursions. Ten regiments, five infantry and five cavalry werew raised for  internal security. Several Darbar soldiers were re-employed. A police force of about 8000, mostly Punjabi Muslims, was recruited.

7. An ambitious public works program was started. The Grand Trunk Road, which ran from Peshawar to Delhi was re-opened. The existing network of canals was extended and improved. Trees were planted along the banks of the canals and an afforestation program was started. 

8. New varieties of crops like New Orleans cotton, sugar cane, flax tobacco etc. were introduced to the farmers. Silkworks were imported for sericulture and Italian Merino rams were introduced into local breeds. Land revenue increased significantly and the tax structure was simplified.
9. Several social reforms were put in place. Practices such as female infanticide and Sati were banned. The already robust local schoool system was enhanced.
10. The administration by the Board was a great success, restoring peace and prosperity that had been lost in the years of strife following the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

11. The Sikh public had been much disillusioned by the defeats in battle as well as the treachery of prominent Darbar figures. When Bhai Maharaj Singh was arrested and deported to Singapore, there was barely a murmer of protest. A systematic campaign to eliminate the Sikh nobility was carried out.

12. The relationship between Sikhs and Hindus changed significantly. In the days of the Darbar, the distincition between Hindus and Sikhs were nominal and confinded mainly to external appearance. There was a resurgence in Brahmanical Hinduism as several Hindus who had adopted Sikh practices abandoned them as power passed out of Sikh hands.

13. Lord Dalhousie observed after a visit to Punjab: “Their great Guroo Govind sought to abolish caste and in a great degree succeeded. They are however gradually repalsing into Hindooism;even when they continue to be Sikhs, they are yearly Hindoofied more and more ”

14. Henry Lawrence and his brother John did not see eye to eye. Lord Dalhousie supported John Lawrence in their disputes, often belittling Henry Lawrence. The conflict came to a head and both brothers resigned. Dalhousie transferred Henry Lawrece to Rajputana and appointed John Commissioner of Punjab. John Lawreence adopted the enlightened policies of his brother and was successful in winning over the Sikh masses. Once he was convinced that there was not much risl of a resurgent Sikh state he started recruiting Sikhs into the army in increasing numbers.
15. England's East India Company prospered from 1751 to 1856. State by state, it took control over almost all of India. With the profitable trade, the Indian businessmen were not so unhappy till then. In fact, Indians had come to accept the presence of the East India Company. But 1857 sowed the seeds of national uprising. And it was very unexpected and sudden. For though there had been a number of revolts against the English, it was restricted to small groups. Nevertheless, it had sparked discontentment within the masses. Furthermore, the interference by the English in the basic traditional Indian way of life in social causes like prohibition of the Sati (permission of widow remarriage) was seen by many as a threat to their religion. Also by then, the British had taken to forcible annexation of Avadh, Jhansi, Nagpur, etc. This was again perceived as a threat. 
16. But the general unrest advanced greatly with the onset of discontent among the Indian soldiers. Most Indian soldiers in the East India Company’s army came from peasant families, so they were deeply affected by their impoverished status. Even in the army, there was a bias shown toward Indians. Not many Indians held a post higher than that of a Subhedar, and their salary was much less than their English counterparts. All this had made them discontented with the English. Against such a background came the rumours that the new Enfield Rifle cartridges issued to the troops were greased with a mixture of cow and pig fat. Since it was army practice to open the cartridges by biting off a twist of paper at one end, both Hindus and Muslims believed they were being asked to violate religious taboos.   

17. This offence lit the fuse of rebellion and finally on the 29th March, 1857, a soldier Mangal Pande rebelled during a military parade and fired at the officer in command. He was arrested and hanged which was the undoing of the mass rebellion. In April, 1857, Indian soldiers of the cavalry unit of Meerut refused to use the new cartridges, and hence were arrested and thrown into prison. Enraged by this latest act of atrocity, the whole battalion charged to Delhi and were joined on the way by thousands of common people.   

18. Though the "Sepoy Mutiny" began among native soldiers, it spread like fire within the others disaffected by the British rule. Throughout northern India, army units mutinied, killed their British officers – and often their families. The rebels appealed to the 82-year-old Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar to lead the revolt and proclaimed him the Emperor of India. The British called it the Indian Mutiny; later the Indians were to name it the Great War of Independence. But most of India remained loyal. The rebellion was confined to the Ganges plain between Calcutta and Delhi; troops in the south and west continued to serve the British.   

19. Ultimately, the impasse was broken by the arrival of reinforcements from England and the mutiny was crushed after 14 months. By January 1859, the last of the rebel armies had been hunted down. Everywhere, the British exacted bloody retribution for the massacres that had started the uprising. The mutiny failed due to lack of a leader and proper coordination. 
20. Punjab was largely unaffected by the mutiny. Punjabi princes and landowners largely remained loyal. Sikh soldiers played a huge role in suppressing the uprising. The anti-Mughal sentiment of the Sikhs was fully exploited by the British. Sikh soldiers were in the vanguard when Delhi was attacked and taken back in September 1857. 
21. The rebellion was a watershed in the history of British India. Afterward, there was never any doubt that British rule was ultimately based not on moral superiority but on armed force, ruthlessly wielded. The mutiny’s most immediate consequence was a military reorganisation, expressly designed to keep the proportion of European troops at a safely high level. The mutiny also made the English realize the extent of the Indians' dissatisfaction. Thus, in 1858, the government of India is transferred from the East Indian Company to the British crown. In 1858, the Queen issued a proclamation saying that all were her subjects and that there would be no discrimination, appointments would be made on the basis of merit, and that there would be no interference in religious matters. The British government did not honor the Queen's promises in the succeeding years. After 1857, the nationalist movement started to expand in the hearts of more and more Indians. 
22. Following the Mutiny, recruitment in the British army was thrown open to the Sikhs. The Gurkhas and the Sikhs had become the prime fighting arm of the British Empire in India.
23. Haryana and Delhi were added to the Punjab after the Mutiny. John Lawrence was promoted to Lt. Gov ernor for the Punjab and was succeded by Robert Montgomery. The Maharaja of Patiala was added to the Governor General’s council as a reward for the services rendered by Sikhs during the Mutiny.

24. The government resumed the work of digging canals after the Mutiny. A huge canal called the Upper Bari Doab was completed in 1861. The Shahpur Thal desert was irrigated from the waters of the Jhelum by 1897. A massive project called the Triple Project was completed in 1917, which utilized the waters of the Jhelum and the Chenab.

25. Sikhs from the districts of Amritsar, Lusdhiana and Ferozepur were engouraged to settle in the newly reclaimed desert lands. They were given landholdings of varying sizes with proportional taxes.

26. The colonists started to work in earnest. What had once been desert becam lush green and productive. Grain production was far in excess of the requirement on the local people. The extending and enhancement of the rail network sparked commerce. Punjabi peasants started becoming affluent.

27. The preferential treatment of Sikhs under the British was a key factor that arrested the lapse into Hinduism that had started after British annexation. The last decade of the 19th century and the first decade of the 20th saw great increases in the Sikh population. Sikhs, who formed less that 12 percent of the Punjabi polulation made up more than 25% of the army.Ironically the gloomy prediction of Dalhousie was pre-empted by his own policies towards the Sikhs !























































